LICHFIELD TWINNING ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday 24 May 2010
Report by Julie Dewhurst, Twinning Officer, Lichfield City Council

Dietkirchen World War 1 Prisoner of War Camp  
Michael Hickey from Blackpool had enquired whether his father, Patrick, had been imprisoned at the camp in Dietkirchen, near Limburg during World War 1.  In April, Margret Wolf, Limburg’s Twinning Officer, wrote to say that unfortunately the archivist had been unable to find Mr Hickey’s name in the records.  Nonetheless, Margret sent literature about the camp and the nearby cemetery with its Irish Cross, which makes very interesting reading.
Kaleidoscope  
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In April, Margret Wolf wrote with details of the “MüZe-Chor” from the Limburg Evangelische Kirchengemeinde.  This choir wishes to make contact with the Lichfield ladies choir, “Kaleidoscope”, which is interested in linking with twin town choirs. 
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Rudi Eisenbach  
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On 22 April, Rudi Eisenbach received the Limburg Medal from the Mayor of Limburg, as recognition for his 32 years as Chairman of Europa-Union Limburg.  Rudi had been very much involved in the early days of the Lichfield-Limburg twinning friendship; a letter of congratulations was sent to Rudi from the Mayor of Lichfield on behalf of his friends here.
Europatag, Limburg, May 2010
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On 8 May, Limburg celebrated Europatag, Europe Day, and the Twinning Association organised a programme of entertainment on the Europaplatz in the centre of the town as their contribution towards Limburg’s 1100th anniversary.  Members from the Lichfield Twinning Association travelled to Limburg for the weekend, in addition to musicians from Sainte Foy, Oudenburg (Belgium) and Lichfield.  Peter Schreiber, Head of the Kreismusikschule, formed a Twin Town Big Band for the occasion, with Lichfield providing the trombone section (from Nether Stowe School).
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Members of the Lichfield based folk music group, “Bonnyrigg”, provided entertainment with their folk songs, dance and music during the day and for the Friendship Evening too.  The group were awarded a Twinning Visits Grant of £200 towards their travelling expenses.  (“Bonnyrigg” had played for the Barn Dance organised for the Lichfield Twinning Weekend in September last year).
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International Football Tournament, Sainte Foy, May 2010

Mark Prince, Manager of Chasetown Football Club (Junior Section), will be in Sainte Foy towards the end of May for the annual international football tournament.  There are 24 in his party, adults plus footballers aged 13 – 14.  They are travelling with EasyJet from Stansted to Lyon, and the all male party will be sleeping in the gym in Sainte Foy.  We are sure that they will have an enjoyable weekend, especially as they now have so many friends there.  This longstanding link began in 1999, and an exchange is organised most years.
Nether Stowe School and Rugeley Power Station Brass Band, Limburg, July 2010
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At the end of July, musicians from Nether Stowe School (21 - 26 July) and from Rugeley Power Station Brass Band (22 – 26 July) will be in Limburg at the time of the local wine festival, the Rheingauer Weintage (which is part of Limburg’s summer festival programme).  The 52 members of the school group are staying at the Youth Hostel in Limburg, and the Brass Band members and families are staying at the Tulip Inn in Limburg.  
We are grateful to Margret Wolf, who has worked hard to produce an interesting programme, which includes concerts in Limburg and nearby Bad Camberg, Niederselters and Kubach, a guided tour of Limburg’s Altstadt and a reception with the Mayor.  This will be a return visit for both groups, and they are looking forward to seeing their friends in Limburg once again.

Rock Concert, Limburg, September 2010
A Twin Town Rock Concert is planned for Saturday 4 September 2010, as part of Limburg’s 1100th anniversary celebrations.  Kate Hoare and Mike Newey of Neon Sound Studios, who will be liaising with Margret Wolf, will be selecting and accompanying a local “hard rock” band to Limburg for the concert.
Sainte Foy Twinning Weekend, October 2010
With the deadline for registrations now passed, over 70 people from Lichfield are looking forward to participating in the next “official” Twinning Weekend organised by Sainte Foy from Friday 8 – Monday 11 October later this year.  Lichfield Twinning Association and Lichfield City Council will be well represented, as will Lichfield Table Tennis Club, Lichfield Ramblers and the Johnson Birthplace Museum and Johnson Society.  Many of the visitors will be visiting Sainte Foy for the first time, having hosted for the Lichfield Twinning Weekend in April 2008.  Details of the programme for the weekend are awaited.

Limburg Council Trainees, October 2010
Elena Rücker (22) and Clemens Tertel (20) wish to come to Lichfield for 2 weeks later this year to learn more about their twin city and its surroundings, local government and community organisations.  Host families are required for the 2 trainees from Sunday 10 – Saturday 23 October, before their programme can be planned and confirmed.
Lichfield Cathedral and Sainte Foy Parish Church, November 2010
There is no further news regarding the visit by members of the Sainte Foy church to Lichfield Cathedral over the All Saints (Toussaint) weekend at the beginning of November later this year.
Cathedral Organist in Limburg, November 2010

On 14 November, Philip Scriven, the Lichfield Cathedral organist, will be playing the organ in the St. Anna-Kirche in the centre of Limburg.  This organ recital is included on Limburg’s 1100th anniversary programme.

The Lichfield Mysteries, 2012
The organisers of the 2012 Lichfield Mysteries invite groups from Limburg and Sainte Foy to participate in the event, the date of which is currently being confirmed.


Publicity
News about twinning featured in the City Council newsletter within the March edition of the Lichfield Gazette, and a further article has been written for the June edition.  The Twinning Officer’s reports are now to be posted on the City Council’s website under the “Twin Towns” link.
Julie Dewhurst

Lichfield City Council Twinning Officer

20 May 2010
Memorial to Irish World War I dead buried at Dietkirchen military cemetery





The Twin Town Big Band performing on the Europaplatz





Mike Gentles (left) from Bonnyrigg, joins the twin town musicians for the “Friendship Evening”





Nether Stowe School’s Big Band playing in the Serenadenhof in Limburg in July 2006





Rugeley Power Station Brass Band playing in Runkel, near Limburg, in July 2008





Releasing “Friendship Balloons” at the end of the Twinning Weekend in Sainte Foy, May 2004





Jacqueline Meister (left) and Tim Jablonski (right) with Lichfield’s Twinning Officer.  Jacqueline and Tim, both Limburg Council Trainees, were in Lichfield last October





Presentations to the Limburg group by the Mayor and Mayoress of Lichfield and the Mysteries’ Chairman, July 2009
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