
 

 

OFFICERS’ INFORMATION REPORT 

1. Civic Matters: Sarah Thomas, Deputy Town Clerk 

The annual Pancake Races and opening of the 

Shrovetide Fair took place on Tuesday 1 

March, much to the delight of the crowds that 

gathered. Watched from the dais by the Civic 

party, competitors raced along Bore Street 

pausing to flip their pancakes before crossing 

the finishing line in front of the Guildhall 

A total of 36 competitors took part on the day 

with the winner of the coveted ladies’ trophy 

being Matilda Stowe from John German estate 

agents; the winner of the men’s race was 

Harry Foley.  

We were pleased to welcome for the first time 

this year entrants from the Trinity Specialist 

College, many of whom chose to race with 

their support workers. Leah Aldred was the 

clear winner of the ladies’ race and Wesley 

Davis charged ahead to win the men’s race.   

Local businesses were well represented in the 

mascot race. After a steward’s enquiry “Sum 

Woman “, Maria Bullivant from the 

Bookkeeping Hub was declared the winner leaving “Spider Man” AKA Freddie “Spitfire” Philips 

from the Bureau to take second place.  

The Civic party then processed to the Market Square where the Town Crier read the traditional 

proclamation giving notice of the Court of Piepowder before the Mayor officially opened the 

Shrovetide fair, inviting some of the local children present to claim their free ride.  
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On Friday 11 March the Arthur Price 

and Michael Fabricant Schools 

Speaking Competition was held in the 

Guildhall after an absence of three 

years. This team competition between 

pupils aged 15-19 years from senior 

schools in the constituency of Michael 

Fabricant MP is aimed to give young 

people the experience of speaking on 

a public platform in an environment 

similar to the House of Commons 

Chamber and an incentive to 

formulate ideas on a significant 

subject. This year four schools took part 

to debate the question: 
 

“That this House believes the positive aspects of social media outweigh the negatives. 

Under the watchful eye of the timekeeper David Cooke, the pupils stood up to rigorous questioning 

from the judging panel which consisted of the Mayor, 

Sheriff, Simon Price of Arthur Price of England and 

Keith Eagland, representing the Rotary Club of St 

Chad.  

The judges agreed that all the pupils who took part 

were a credit to their schools with the scoring being 

very close, however after much deliberating Nether 

Stowe School was declared the winner with the 

overall best speaker of the competition named as 

Brandon Clark (pictured) also from Nether Stowe. 

The Mayor and Sheriff’s final charity event of their year in office took place on Saturday 12 March. 

Despite fewer number of guests attending than anticipated the Vintage Musical Evening with 

charity auction proved to be a great success. Guests enjoyed a two-course meal and danced to 

vintage music performed by Simon Partridge. Local auctioneer Richard Winterton kindly gave his 

time to conduct the auction which raised £791; together with bar and ticket sales the evening raised 

a total of £1,162.67 for the Mayor and Sheriff’s charities. 

The weather stayed fine for the Sheriff’s 

Darwin Walk on Sunday 27 March. The 

Sheriff completed the approximately 9-

mile perambulation around the City 

boundary with a mid-point stop at 

Curborough Hall Farm. The walk which is 

mostly rural provides some particularly 

beautiful views of Lichfield. 

At the time of compiling this report 

preparations are on-going for the Easter 

Sunday Service on April 17, St Georges 

Court on Saturday 23 April and the Annual 

Council meeting and Banquet on 16 May.  



2. Samuel Johnson Birthplace Museum: Jo Wilson, Museums and Heritage Officer    

The Johnson Birthplace Museum moved into summer opening hours in March and saw good visitor 

numbers and an increase in future group bookings. 1137 visitors came to the Museum in March, 

which represents 80% of the visitor numbers in the same period in March 2019 and is a very 

encouraging sign that visitor confidence is returning to near normal levels. Social media 

engagement with the Museum was consistent, with 800 direct contacts in the period and a ‘reach’ 

of over 5600 on Facebook and Twitter. 

The Basement kitchen 

display of the Museum was 

reopened in March, having 

been closed since February 

2020 due initially to flooding 

and subsequently to assist 

social distancing during the 

pandemic, meaning the 

Museum is now fully 

reopened to visitors. The 

previous fixed barrier has 

been replaced with a rope 

barrier to enable better 

access for cleaning and 

care of the area. 

The Johnson Society were welcomed on March 2nd for the 

annual Chair Ceremony tradition preceding their Annual 

Lecture, at which a caricature print of ‘Johnson’s Ghost’, 

presented to the Society by President cartoonist Posy 

Simmonds, was presented on loan to the Birthplace to display. 

The MHO also reported at the Johnson Society AGM on March 

16. Pictures is Councillor Gwyneth Boyle receiving the print. 

The Museum team hosted a primary school visit for Year 2 

pupils from St Josephs’ Catholic Primary School, a KS3 tour 

for a group from the Friary School in honour of World Book 

Day, and an A-Level Dictionary Workshop for students from De 

Ferrers Academy in Burton. 

Working in partnership with Keele University, a study skills day 

for postgraduate researchers was delivered on Friday 25 

March. Fully funded to cover the costs of Guildhall venue hire 

and Museum staff time, the event invited PhD students from 

across the UK to a day of talks from leading academics in the 

Book History field, using items from the Birthplace collection.  

Preparations were made by the Museum Support Officer for the reopening of the Guildhall Cells 

for their Summer season, including recruiting and inducting volunteers. The cells are scheduled to 

open on Saturday 2 April and will be open on Saturdays until October. The MSO has also 

completed a full stock audit ahead of the financial year end and is preparing and promoting 

forthcoming Easter holiday events. 



Behind the scenes, the Museum’s alarm system has 

been transferred to a new company and additional 

safety signage has been added on the staircase 

beside existing visual fire alarm beacons. A donation 

to the library was made with a curious edition of a 

miniature ‘Thumb Dictionary’ joining the collection.  

The MHO has supported Visit Lichfield with 

information and actor contact for an exciting new 

augmented reality trail of Lichfield. The trail, 

accessed through smart phones, features Johnson, 

Kitty Chambers, Francis Barber and others as they 

appear on the streets of Lichfield, and signposts 

visitors to the Birthplace Museum to find out more. A 

sneak preview is pictured to the right. 

The Museum team also attended the Visit Lichfield 

brochure launch event on March 24.  

 

 

3. Open Spaces and Tree Management: Nigel Boden, Open Spaces Officer 

As mentioned in the March Officers’ Report, a large sycamore fell on the footpath and adjacent 

fences along the pathway towards the Borrowcop Gazebo during the recent storms.  This site 

is particularly difficult to access with vehicles making clearance a lengthy task.  Following the 

removal of the tree, contractors were appointed to make good to the pathway and damaged 

fences. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On 17 March the Friary Clock Tower joined the District Council House in Frog Lane, The Hub 

and Lichfield Library at St Mary’s in the Market Square, The Garrick Theatre and former Angel 

Croft Hotel in Beacon Street in being lit in support of Ukraine.   

Additional work carried out this month includes 

the removal of an overhanging branch at the 

entrance to the Christchurch allotments, and 

the removal of the remainder of the tree at St 

Michael’s that fell during the recent storms.   

Various areas of Festival Gardens have been 

lightly turned in readiness for the sowing of 

wildflower seeds.  

Routine inspections of sites are now taking 

place following the considerable work 

undertaken during 2021/22; the major work 

undertaken now paying considerable dividends 

as relatively few issues are being identified. 

Additionally, further clearance has been 

undertaken at Curborough Brook in readiness 

for the 10 yearly inspection of the emergency 

valves at Stowe Pool where all valves are 

opened to their limit.  In the meantime the 

monthly valve testing continues, with an 

extended test also scheduled. 



 

4. Markets: Hayley Howen, Markets Officer 

Now in post for nearly 4 months, the Markets Officer has been focusing on the new licence 

documentation in readiness for the annual renewal on 1 April.  

Some traders were relocated on Tuesday 1 March in order to make space for the Shrovetide fair 

which this year took the form of ‘crazy cars’ from Pat Collins.  

The recent high winds and storms have created an air of uncertainty amongst traders, with a total 

of four markets where those traders wishing to attend were asked to trade from their vehicles for 

safety reasons. On such occasions the safety of our traders and the general public is paramount, 

and the Markets Officer was on duty all day to ensure all Health and Safety protocols were adhered 

to. If a market is restricted to vehicle trading only or cancelled, no arrears are charged to those 

who do not attend, however full rent is paid by those who do trade. So far this year there has only 

been one cancelled market on a Friday due to the predicted high winds associated with storm 

Eunice.  

The City Council has been approached by a Vegan Market company who are interested in bringing 

their produce to Lichfield. Their aim is to showcase independent, ethical and sustainable producers 

from across the country, including many who are local to the area.  They offer a range of vegan 

stalls including vegan street food, bakery, eco-lifestyle, handmade cosmetics, ethical clothing. 

Discussions are at an early stage the results of which will be reported to the Market Working group 

on 6 April.  

Traders have expressed concern as to the installation of height barriers on District Council car 

parks, preventing them from parking their vans.  Following discussions with LDC Officers, it 

appears the barriers should not have been placed on the Red Court car park and will be removed 

in due course. 

Social Media 

Social media numbers and engagements are increasing weekly which have generated more 

enquires. As the weather improves in the spring and summer months there will more events in 

Lichfield and the Markets Officer will be promoting these via Twitter and Facebook with 

photographs of traders’ goods, special offers, new traders, and Market Square events. The 

Markets Officer compiled an ‘on the day’ post at the Producer’s Market of 6 February and engaged 

with the local Face Book pages thus extending the reach of our posts.  

Applications and enquiries continue to be received each week with trader’s applications/details 

kept on file for future use.  Many of the applications that are received are from traders wishing to 

sell goods that are already present on our markets, duplication of items on such a small market is 

not encouraged.  Saturday continues to be the most requested day for market applications. 

The Markets Officer is working with the Deputy Town Clerk to look at utilising Pool Walk as a 

market ‘overflow’, particularly for more unique stalls typically operated by ‘Hobby Traders’. A stall 

plan of the area has already been approved by the Market Working group and Lichfield District 

Council have confirmed that Traders would not be subject to Street Trading charges. Further 

updates will be provided to the Markets Working Group.   

 



Tuesday Market 

Tuesday remains the most difficult day to fill pitches, with 5 small spaces or two double pitches 

and a singular pitch.  

Friday Market 

Friday continues to be a popular day with traders, and we have also welcomed back the garden 

ornaments stall who will stand through to October.  One double space is being taken by the 

Tuesday shoe stall on a trial basis. 

Saturday Market 

The Saturday market of recent weeks has seen a regular trader move to the Rag market in 

Birmingham as this market offers greater protection from the weather. The decision was expedited 

due to the difficult weather conditions of January and February with reduced markets being in 

place. In addition, a Saturday casual trader has now decided to reduce to one stall. To fill this 

space, a trader who already stands on Tuesday and Friday markets offering designer seconds 

clothes is trialling the Saturday market.  

 

The Producers’ Market 

The Producers’ Market continues to be very popular in Lichfield and is now firmly established as a 

regular event, attracting a good footfall. The Markets Officer will be attending these regularly to get 

to know the traders and gain more experience working with 

CJ’s Events. The working relationship is paramount, and the 

Markets Officer is taking the opportunity to compile a list of 

casual/permanent traders that may wish to also stand on 

Lichfield’s General Markets.  The last Producers market on 

Sunday 6 March saw a full capacity of 30 traders with a variety 

of stalls ranging from 

natural dog treats to 

silver jewellery. There 

were also various food 

stalls and Traders 

reported an excellent 

trading day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Market Square Bookings - Community Use - Non-Market Days 

Staffordshire County Council have been utilising the Square regularly for free COVID testing, but 

this is scheduled to end at the end of March. The Fish and Chip van continues to trade regularly 

on non-market days and the ice cream van is 

attending until the end of October 2022.  

The Ice cream trader has recently purchased 

a new van with a Euro6 compliant engine 

meaning emissions are greatly reduced 

when compared to the previous vehicle. The 

new vehicle meets the standard required for 

access to Ultra Low Emission Zones (ULEZ) 

such as that operating in central London. 

There are further enquiries from local 

charities and a promotion company that may 

wish to book in the future. Plans are also 

underway to hold another ‘Community Day’ 

on the Square, an event that was piloted prior 

to the COVID-19 pandemic and proved to be 

very popular. 

 

 Market Layout - Covid Restrictions - Update 

The market continues to operate with the large middle aisle walkway for customers to shop and 

one-metre gap between each stall.  The one-way system has been removed.  Hand sanitisers 

remain in place at either end of the market, but this is under review as restrictions have now ended. 

Traders remain keen to maintain the one metre gap between stalls, and the central walkway gives 

a spacious feel to the market that was absent before its introduction.  There is potential for two 

extra stalls if the large walkway in the centre is retained. 

 

5.   Guildhall/Boley Park Community Hall: Helen Winter, Guildhall Bookings Officer 

The Guildhall has regular daytime and evening hirers, and we have also had 12 meetings in the 

smaller rooms. We currently have availability for meetings in the Ashmole Room and Whytmore 

Room during daytime and evenings.   

Civic events have included the Michael Fabricant’s Schools Speaking Competition and the Mayor 

and Sheriffs Charity Vintage Musical Evening and Auction. The Worshipful Company of Smiths 

Feast has been rescheduled to 26 April 2022.  



Enquiries are coming in for wedding ceremonies, receptions, and other events during 2022 and 

2023 and meetings are booked with potential hirers.  We still have some dates free during the 

summer months. Please contact the Bookings Officer for further information if you are interested 

in making a booking enquiry.  

 

We now have now have six wedding ceremonies and receptions booked to the end of July, with 

two Wedding Ceremonies and Receptions due to be held during April, together with St Georges 

Court on Saturday 23.  

Lichfield Greenhill Bower will also be holding their Prince and Princess Selection in the Guildhall 

on Sunday 10 April. At the end of March, we had our largest private booking since lockdown began.  

A whole building Wedding Ceremony followed by an afternoon and evening Reception.  This went 

smoothly and the sun even came out for the occasion.  Hirers arranged for a converted 

horsebox/pizza stall outside the Guildhall in the evening.  A local food bank also came to collect 

all the leftover food before the booking ended. 

Other events have included a 60th Birthday party, the Johnson Society AGM and a CAB drop-in 

session. Lichfield Festival also held events in the Guildhall all day on Sunday 27 March as part of 

their Literacy Festival.  The Samuel Johnson Birthplace Museum held a successful Study Day with 

Keele University at the end of March. 

 



The Old Prison Cells will re-

open between 10.00am - 

4.00pm during April to October 

(when there are no whole 

building bookings).  

Future events also include craft 

fairs booked in the Guildhall on 

Saturday 9 April and Saturday 

28 May from 10.00am - 

3.00pm. 

We are currently recruiting 

Casual Premises Attendants.  

Anyone who is interested, 

please contact the Bookings 

Officer. 

Boley Park Community Hall 

Regular hirers are still using the hall; there are increased enquiries for children’s birthday parties. 

The hall will be closed during the Easter holidays for the replacement of the front and rear doors 

and surrounding screens, and the installation of roller blinds on the windows. 

 

6. Deputy Town Clerk: Sarah Thomas  

The Deputy Town Clerk is continuing to facilitate Civic events as detailed in this report and will be 

training the new Civic officer who comes into post on the 11 April.  

In addition, the Deputy is working with the Markets Officer on trading arrangements on Pool Walk 

and will be providing secretariat support at the NPIWP meeting on 6 April and Full Council on 20 

April. The Deputy will also be attending the Sheriff’s Ride Working Party meeting and the Market 

Working Group meeting.  


