
 

 

OFFICERS’ INFORMATION REPORT 

1. Civic Matters: Harriet Chatwin, Civic Officer 

The Carols for Christmas Service was held in the Guildhall on Tuesday 6 December and at the 

request of the Mayor of Lichfield, Cllr Jamie Checkland, this year saw a new format of a joint 

service with the Chair of Lichfield District Council, Cllr Colin Greatorex. The service was once again 

led by the Mayor & Chair’s Chaplain, Reverend Ian Hayter. 

The story of the birth of Jesus Christ was told by the Mayor, Sheriff Cllr Janice Greaves, Councillor 

Greatorex and District Councillor, David Salter. The service included ‘new’ carols, all with origins 

of Lichfield, including ‘Born in the Night’ and ‘O Come and Join the Dance’, accompanied by Three 

Spires Morris Dancers & more traditional carols including Silent Night - this year accompanied by 

the Liberty Jamboree ‘Shine & Sign’ choir who were a pleasure to watch & greatly enjoyed by the 

assembled audience.  

 

We were once again joined by Dudley Ray and Ted Green, along with the combined choir of St 

Michael’s on Greenhill Church, who were also with us for the service, truly enhancing the event 

and creating a wonderful 

festive atmosphere to the start 

of the season. 

The evening concluded with 

former Lichfield City Councillor 

Tony Thompson serving his 

top-secret recipe of mulled 

wine (orange juice for the 

drivers) to all the guests 

accompanied by a warm mince 

pie. Generous donations were 

received on the night for the 

Mayor, Sheriff & Lichfield 

Districts Chair charities totalling 

£154.00. 

At the time of preparing this 

report, we are pleased to share 

that the Mayor has attended 

and supported 71 Civic Events 

so far this Civic year, and the 

Sheriff has attended 31 events. 

Both dignitaries are continuing to raise money for their two chosen charities, The Sebbie Hall 

Kindness Foundation & Pathway Project. 

Preparations continue for events in the forthcoming year; the first charitable occasion will be the 

Mayor and Sheriff’s Valentines themed Sunday lunch on 12 February. Tickets are priced at £30 

per person. Guests are also invited to join the Mayor and Sheriff for a church service before lunch 

at Wade Street Church The traditional pancake races will be held in Bore Street on Tuesday 21 

February followed by the opening of the Shrovetide fair. 
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2.  Samuel Johnson Birthplace Museum: Jo Wilson, Museums and Heritage Officer    

The Samuel Johnson Birthplace Museum was well attended over the festive season, with 2750 

visitors in November and December enjoying the house decked for Christmas. The week between 

Christmas and New Year was especially busy, with 

150 visitors on some days.  

The focus of the Museum team was on Christmas 

events, including late-night opening for the Christmas 

Lights Switch On event on Sunday 28 November 

where mulled wine and mince pies were sold, and 

free activities offered for families and over 250 visitors 

on the day.   

On Sunday 4th December, the annual ‘Johnson 

Family Christmas’ event saw carol singing from 

Lichfield Singers, poetry readings by the Lichfield 

Poets and Attendant and Storyteller Christine 

Genders performing traditional tales to audiences of 

over 100 visitors throughout the day. Refreshments, 

hands-on activities, and trails were also available. 

Some new lines were added to the Museum shop 

stock, including an increased range of Christmas 

cards. 

In addition to the events a special display on Georgian 

traditions at Christmas was organised by new Museum Attendant Laura Bell, who also provided a 

blog post on the same subject. Digital engagement with the Museum was excellent throughout the 

November and December period, with direct engagement of 2057 and an overall reach of 16,200. 

 

On Tuesday 6th December, Lichfield 

Cathedral Junior School pupils came to 

sing carols outside the Museum as part of 

a tour around the city celebrating the 

famous figures which their school houses 

are named after.  

The outreach ‘prints and books’ box was 

returned by Greybrooke school, with 

excellent feedback for the resources and 28 

Year 2 pupils making books about Lichfield 

and Samuel Johnson as part of their local 

history project.  

A visit for home-educated families to the 

Guildhall Cells was also organised by the 

Museum team, led by a cells volunteer 

welcomer.  



Maintenance on the Birthplace included repainting the staff 

toilet area, and an updated swing sign for the street 

complimented the recently refreshed exterior paintwork.  

Behind the scenes, work was undertaken on advance 

preparations for events and development plans for 2023, 

bookings were taken for schools visits in January, and the 

MHO has liaised with local tour guide Jonathan Oates 

regarding plans for fundraising for the proposed re-installation 

of the historic bust of Johnson on the old Lomax printing shop 

on Bird Street. 

 

3. Open Spaces and Tree Management: Nigel Boden, Open Spaces Officer 

Following inspection of LCC owned waste bins, several 

were found to be in poor repair and in need of replacement.  

The replacements were installed just before Christmas in 

the following locations: 

• The Windings 

• Bishop’s Walk  

• The Parchments 

• Christchurch 

• Kings Hill Road 

• Hillside 

• Picnic Area Eastern Avenue 

• St Michael’s Church Yard 

• St Chads Cycle Way/Open Space 10 

Hedges and self-set trees 

and bushes at Open Space 

10, Nether Stowe had caused 

significant incursion onto the 

cycle path to the side of 

Nether Stowe School.   

The area has now been cut 

back, with self-set bushes 

removed as demonstrated in 

the ‘before and after’ 

photographs opposite. 

            

 

 

 



Christchurch extension is currently undergoing phase two of tree work which includes crown lifting, 

dead wooding and pollarding of numerous trees.  This work follows the initial ‘priority 1’ work carried 

out in December 2022. 

Following the recommendation of the NPIWP and subsequent adoption by Council, work is due to 

begin on the boundary treatment for Festival gardens.  This will include wooden bollards 

interspersed with removable bollards and benches, with the aim of significantly reducing the 

likelihood of a unauthorised vehicular access to one of the City’s most prized open spaces. Subject 

to weather conditions it is hoped that the project will be completed in February 2023. 

As previously reported, concerns were raised by one of LCC’s tree surgeons regarding a copper 

beach on the Friary Clock Tower open space.  A subsequent report confirmed root disease and a 

recommendation that the tree be removed. Discussions were held to create a chainsaw carving 

from the trunk in a similar manner to that provided at the Borrowcop Gazebo, but advice from 

LDC’s Arboricultural officer is that the root system of the trunk would likely lead to structural failure 

within a relatively short period, and he advised that the instead the tree be replaced with a new 

sapling.  This work will be carried out in the coming weeks. 

 

Following an email from a representative of Leomansley Area Residents Association (LARA) and 

subsequent discussions with Staffordshire County Council, it has emerged that LCC is recorded 

as being the owner of five bus shelters along Limburg Avenue/Ste Foy Avenue.  It would appear 

the original S106 agreement included provision for transfer of the shelters to LCC, but no record 

of any formal transfer can be found and the shelters do not appear on any previous inspection 

schedule records held by LCC. 

 

Four of these shelters no longer serve an active bus route, and LARA has requested consideration 

be given to re-siting them. It is requested that the two shelters nearest to Stonneyland Drive be left 

in situ pending the re-routing of Service X3 via Deanslade Farm, while the two shelters nearest to 

Walsall Road would be re-located as follows:  one to Sainte Foy Avenue/The Whytmore (to 

Lichfield); one to Falkland Road/Agincourt Drive (to Shenstone) - both for use by services 36 and 

X3.  

 

The fifth shelter, at Sainte Foy Avenue/Deykin Road, requires some maintenance and this will be 

addressed shortly. 

 

Permission has been requested from SCC top re-site the shelters in accordance with the wishes 

of LARA, and a response is awaited at the time of preparing this report.  An audit has now taken 

place to compare LCC’s bus shelter ownership records with those of SCC; the comparison 

revealed no further anomalies within the City. 

 

 

4.   Guildhall/Boley Park Community Hall: Helen Winter, Guildhall Bookings Officer 

Regular hirers have continued to meet up to Christmas, with some having Christmas Parties. 

Lichfield Arts have held three concerts in the run up to Christmas. Other organisations also held 

Christmas Concerts – Kaleidoscope Community Choir, Lichfield Sinfonia and City of Lichfield 

Concert Band. 

A Religious order held a service in the Guildroom prior to attending the Cathedral and having lunch 

afterwards in the city. 



Lichfield Players have held some rehearsals in one of the meeting rooms, and the Scouts ran a 

first aid course in the building. 

During December two Craft Fairs were held in the main hall (as well as the Chamber of Commerce 

and Trade which held Christmas fairs in both the main hall and Guildroom in November). 

A 70th Birthday party was also held in December. 

Lichfield District Council have booked the main hall for a public information event on 

Pedestrianisation in the City Centre on Tuesday 17 January.  

Since the last report, there have been another six market research bookings and seven meetings.  

There have also been thirteen local authority bookings (with another 3 bookings a week made until 

Easter). 

Boley Park Community Hall 

Repairs to damage caused to the new floor was carried out during the Christmas holidays. 

Since then, there have been many enquiries for Children’s birthday parties and other events in the 

hall.  The local PCSO’s hope to re-start the drop-in sessions on Monday afternoons in the near 

future. 

The 1 Sept 2021 – 31 Aug 2022 accounts were also prepared for Auditors, with the accounts 

awaiting partner approval prior to releasing at the time of preparing this report.  Once this has been 

completed, the AGM and Management Committee meetings will be held; the Management 

Committee to discuss (among other matters) fees for 23/24 and the impact of the significant 

increase to utility costs. 

 

5. Markets: Clive Read, Markets Officer 

Clive Read is the newly appointed Markets Officer and has been in post since 6th December 2022. 

He has settled in well and has had good feedback from the traders. 

The main focus for Clive over the past few weeks has been to issue letters regarding the proposed 

pitch fee increases and changes for casual traders. There have been a few comments regarding 

these proposals, but most of the traders have made no comments. 

The trial pedestrianisation of the City Centre has resulted in a need for Traders to be issued with 

permits.  The close working relationship between LCC and LDC has allowed the City Council to 

administer the scheme for Traders, which will hopefully make the process far easier for the District 

Council and more direct for LCC’s Traders. The permits have been logged and issued to the 

Traders. 

Forthcoming tasks include to prepare the new licence documentation in readiness for the annual 

renewal on 1 April 2023. This will also include the Fish and Chip van, Ice Cream van and the Bower 

Fair. 

In the month of December, one Market was cancelled due to high winds (Friday 30th). The winds 

did subside, and the Saturday Market went ahead as usual. 

In partnership with the Vegan Market Company, three Vegan Market events have been held on 

the Market Square. These were in October, November, and December. In addition to the Vegan 



Market, we are working with Cocker Hoop Creative who have held Food Festivals and Grub Club 

events. These were well attended, and we look forward to supporting future bookings with them. 

Vegan Market Photographs: 

              

      



The Vegan Market had a number of stalls which showcased their independent, ethical and 

sustainable producers. They offered a wide and varied range of products including baked goods, 

cosmetics, street food and jewellery to name a few. We are now looking at dates for a further six 

Vegan Markets to take place throughout this year. 

The Food Festival and Grub Club events were popular. The event on 10th and 11th December 

was also supported by Radio WM.  

Food Festival Photographs: 

          



Social Media  

Social media is becoming more popular due to the efforts of the Markets Officer. Regular updates, 

promotion of events and other activities have seen an increase in views, likes and comments. 

Photographs have been taken and posted on Facebook and Twitter which have been well received 

by the Market Traders.                                  

The regular updates on social media will continue and is a positive step with the aim to increase 

footfall to the City. Enquiries have increased and continue to be received for new traders.  

 

Tuesday Market Update 

Tuesday remains the Market Day where we do have pitches available. We are contacting Casual 

Traders to see if this is a day that they would be interested in trading. We are waiting for responses 

and hope to have a positive update in the next report. 

 

Friday Market Update 

Friday continues to be a popular day with traders although we have had one of our regular traders 

cease trading with us on a Friday but continue a Saturday. One of our Casual Traders has however 

converted to permanent, filling the pitch vacancy. 

 

Saturday Market Update 

The Saturday market is still the busiest day for traders. All pitches are currently taken however on 

the downside to that we are unable to take on any new traders. 

 

The Producers’ Market  

The Producers’ Market continues to be a well-received event. The Markets Officer will be attending 

these periodically so that photographs can be taken and also promoted on social media. He will 

also be in contact with CJ Events to develop their working relationship and hopefully continue their 

interest in the market area and the City. 

 

Market Square Bookings - Non-Market Days  

The Fish and Chip van continues to trade regularly on non-market days.  



We have had lots of interest in the Market Square for “Community” led events, including the Police 

Community Event on December 8th. This was a massive success and the feedback from the 

organisers was very positive. We are hoping the event will be repeated in the near future.  

We also had Fire and Rescue on the Square on December 16th. This was an event where they 

recreated a Road Traffic Collision and demonstrated how they would cut out a casualty from a 

vehicle. Although this was an evening event, they did have their own PR team making recordings 

and interviews with their Commanders and also a number of passing people who stopped to see 

what was happening. This, like the Police event, was a great success and helped to promote the 

Drink Drive and Drug Drive Campaign. 

Market Layout - Covid Restrictions - Update  

The market continues to operate with the large middle aisle walkway for customers to shop and 

one-metre gap between each stall.  Traders remain keen to maintain the one metre gap between 

stalls, although we are making subtle enquiries on how they would feel if the gaps were removed. 

The update on this will be reported in the next Market Officers submission. 

 

6. Deputy Town Clerk: Sarah Thomas  

Following the success of the Christmas Lights Switch on and the large number of attendees, 

an internal Safety Advisory Group has been set up to evaluate and assess various Health & 

Safety issues around the event.  Further meetings will be held throughout the year with 

relevant stakeholders to look at improvements that can be made to ensure the Council 

continues to deliver a high standard, free community event that goes above and beyond the 

level of compliance required. 

The Deputy Town Clerk will be providing secretariat support at the Market Working Group on 

11 January, the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Working Party on 20 February and has 

been invited to attend a Diversity and Inclusion focus group at Lichfield Cathedral  

In addition, work continues on the compliance regarding the use of body cameras by Council 

Officers, updating the enhanced DBS checks and safeguarding training for Officers, 

progressing the action plan for the NPIWP and the quarterly Newsletter for City Life magazine.  

During the Christmas break the offices in Donegal House were redecorated. This is the first 

redecoration since the building was purchased in 2013 and makes for a more pleasing working 

environment.  The feature wall colour on the fireplace as shown in the photograph below is 

particularly striking.   

Unfortunately, photographs do little justice to the difference made to the remainder of the 

offices with one neutral colour replacing another, but significant the fresh paint and the minor 

repairs/filling etc carried out to the walls and woodwork during the redecoration have made a 

significant improvement.  

Secondary glazing panels have also been installed, these are fully removable due to the 

building’s listed status, but have considerably reduced the drafts from the windows in the 

various offices. 



 

 


